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PREAMBLE

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,

DETERMINED to put an end to the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines and cluster munitions,
RECOGNIZING that anti-personnel mines and cluster munitions kill or injure civilians, including women and children, often long after conflicts have ended,
NOTING that the prohibition on weapons causing superfluous injury and unnecessary suffering applies to these weapons categories,
HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1  —  Prohibition on Anti-Personnel Mines
1.  Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances to use anti-personnel mines; develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain, or transfer anti-personnel mines; and to assist, encourage, or induce anyone to engage in any activity prohibited by this Convention.
2.  Anti-personnel mines means mines designed to be exploded by the presence, proximity, or contact of a person and that will incapacitate, injure, or kill one or more persons.
Article 2  —  Prohibition on Cluster Munitions
1.  Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances to use cluster munitions; develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain, or transfer cluster munitions; and to assist, encourage, or induce anyone to engage in any activity prohibited by this Convention.
2.  Cluster munitions means conventional munitions that are designed to disperse or release explosive submunitions, and includes those explosive submunitions.
Article 3  —  Clearance and Destruction
Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-personnel mines and cluster munitions stockpiled by it as soon as possible and in any event not later than eight years after the entry into force of this Convention for that State Party.
Article 4  —  Victim Assistance
Each State Party shall adequately provide for the care and rehabilitation, including the economic and social reintegration, of mine and cluster munition victims.
Cross-reference: MCWC; GLOW Opinion.
FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 5  —  Entry into Force
The present Standards shall enter into force six months after the deposit of the third instrument of ratification.
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